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Challenges facing the EAAE:  
As any other professional association the EAAE faces two main challenges: to be beneficial and relevant for its 
members and to be noticed and influential in its professional environment.  
 
The first challenge includes helping its members to improve their academic performance by forming a critical 
mass within our field and subfields, and by assisting members in further developing their skills and building 
professional networks. This requires to organize activities and provide platforms for the exchange of ideas, and 
form partnerships and exchange with allied national associations and complementary international associations. 
The definition and understanding of what “agricultural economics” is, has considerable changed in the last two 
decades. Our research has become multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary, and our object of research now 
includes the whole supply chain rather than only the farm sector. These shifts and expansions in our area of 
expertise challenges the strategic orientation of our association.  
 
In regard to the second challenge, the external communication, I truly believe that we as agricultural 
economists, defined in a broad sense, can make important contributions to solve some of the main challenges 
in this world including food security and development for a growing population, rural development, sustainable 
use of important natural resources (land, water etc.), and limiting greenhouse gas emissions. While solving 
these problems needs often multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches, it also has to be based on sound 
economic analysis, and this is what the members of the EAAE can provide. Lately, the contributions of our 
profession as to solve social dilemmas has been questioned by many. However, in times of “alternative facts” 
and “post truth”, it is our scholarly and societal duty to provide evidence-based information and guidelines to 
stakeholders, politicians and society in general. Our association has an important role in communicating present 
and potential future contributions of our profession.  
 
What I would like to see achieved in the next Board period (September 2017 – August 2020): 
Since I became a member of the EAAE in 1993, the association has definitely developed well. I was always 
proud to be a member and very much appreciated its service. From my point of view, the EAAE is on the right 
track and I will not suggest any radical changes, but rather to continue and strengthen past developments. In 
Particular: 
 

- Intensify the associations engagement in helping especially young scientists to develop their skills and 
promote their career, e.g. through PhD workshops, methodological workshops especially in new areas of our 
profession, travel grants, job exchange etc.  

- Further develop the cooperation and interaction with national agecon associations and related academic 
societies (e.g. environmental economics, crop sciences, animal sciences), through joint events, seminars, 
conferences etc. 

- Strengthen the role of our profession in public debates and the visibility of our contributions to solve social 
problems, e.g. through a better communication of research results outside academia by also utilizing new 
technologies (e.g. blogs, twitter)  

- Further develop the cooperation with related national and international associations through common 
activities and Memorandums of Understanding. 

- Reconsider the internal structure of the association, in particular the role of National Liaison Officers, the 
scope and the development of topic-specific sections. 

 
I am sure that most of these topics are already in the focus of the current Board and I would be delighted to 
get the opportunity to contribute to these ongoing discussions and future development of our association.  
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