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Challenges facing the EAAE:  
 

https://www.agr.unizg.hr/en/member/62


 
 
The European Association of Agricultural Economists (EAAE) faces a number of challenges arising from global 
societal changes that are transforming the agricultural economy in Europe. Agricultural economists have to deal 
with issues such as climate change, sustainable agriculture, policy changes, technological advancements, digital 
transformation, demographic changes, and evolving consumer preferences. Addressing these challenges 
requires a more comprehensive approach to teaching and research. 
 
To meet these challenges, the EAAE must play an active role in researching and promoting innovative solutions 
that foster sustainability in the European agri-food sector. This requires collaboration with other experts and 
organisations to explore ways to improve the economic, social and environmental impact of the sector. The 
EAAE should also focus on building stronger partnerships with national associations of agricultural economists to 
foster better collaboration. 
 
In addition, the EAAE can contribute to the development of agricultural economics education by promoting 
excellence, encouraging adaptation to technological and social change, promoting a multidisciplinary approach 
and focusing on the social implications of its research, including environmental, health and economic impacts. 
Through a holistic approach to teaching and research, the EAAE can help equip future agricultural economists 
with the skills, knowledge and understanding needed to meet the challenges of the industry. 
 
 
What I would like to see achieved in the next Board period (September 2020 – August 2023): 
 
he EAAE should continue to promote the exchange of ideas and knowledge between scientists and practitioners 
and make valuable contributions to agricultural policy development. This is key to supporting the sustainable 
development of the agricultural sector in Europe and around the world. 
 
The association could expand its role in promoting agricultural economics education by organising workshops 
and seminars for teachers and other experts in the field of agricultural economics. Such activities would 
encourage teacher mobility and the development of joint educational programmes. The exchange of ideas and 
experiences would also help improve teachers' knowledge and skills, which they could then pass on to students 
and future researchers. 
In addition, the EAAE can support agricultural and food consumers by promoting innovation, informing 
consumers about important issues, and monitoring trends and consumer needs. By doing so, the association 
can help ensure that consumers have access to safe, affordable, and nutritious food, while also supporting 
sustainable agriculture. 
 
To support young scientists, the EAAE should provide opportunities for them to work with experts in the field 
and present new ideas and technologies. This would enable greater involvement of young researchers in EAAE 
activities and help cultivate the next generation of agricultural economists. 

 
Finally, the EAAE should advocate for greater visibility of agricultural economics and agricultural economists and 
their role in society. By promoting greater recognition of the field and its practitioners, the association can help 
ensure that the agricultural sector receives the attention and resources it needs to thrive and meet the 
challenges of the future. 


