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Challenges facing the EAAE:  
 
Western societies and economies are rapidly changing among others due to institutional and technological 
innovations. These changes occur within an era where societies and governments call for sustainable 
development, requiring contributions thereto from actors in food supply chains. Agricultural economists in 
Europe and elsewhere need to address societal issues such as the need for sustainable development with their 
scientific research agenda’s. This is even more pertinent in a time where the validity of science as a source of 
knowledge for decision making is questioned (or even seen as an opinion). The EAAE can facilitate its members 
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by organising activities aimed at enhancing the quality, cohesion and societal relevance of agricultural economic 
research in Europe, and by offering platforms for scientific debate and interaction between scientists and 
societal and food supply chain stakeholders. 
 
What I would like to see achieved in the next Board period (September 2020 – August 2023): 
 
The main role for the EAAE is to facilitate its members such that agricultural economic research in Europe and 
elsewhere will gain in terms of quality, cohesion and societal relevance. The EAAE traditionally undertakes a 
number of activities such as the organisation of seminars, conferences and the PhD workshop. These activities 
can be further supported by: 

- Offering an efficient organisation that uses up-to-date digital tools. 
- Promoting the interaction between scientists and stakeholders such as NGO’s, OECD, EU policy makers 

and representatives from agribusiness. 
- Enhancing doctoral education for PhD candidates in Europe, by facilitating and promoting the 

organisation of summerschools and masterclasses within the domain of agricultural economics. 

 


